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TO: The Board of Regents    Addendum IX-D-8 
 
Business Affairs 

 
MEETING DATE: April 18, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Design Report for the Hubbard Family Foundation Rhino Barn at the 

Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park near Royal, Nebraska. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Report 
 
PREVIOUS ACTION: November 9, 2007 – The Board of Regents approved the program 

statement and budget for the Ashfall Fossil Beds Excavation Building at 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and naming the building the 
“Hubbard Family Foundation Rhino Barn.” 

 
EXPLANATION: The project will construct a building of approximately 17,200 net square 

feet of space for paleontology exploration and public observation of 
excavation work.  The design includes a metal framed building with 
metal exterior and will provide dynamic and exciting spaces used for 
public interaction. 

 
 This project supports the University of Nebraska Strategic Framework 

goals to improve the quantity and quality of research space through 
public and private support, and connect Nebraska cities, institutions, 
regions and communities through university programs. 

  
 Proposed start of construction June 2008 
 Proposed completion of construction December 2008 
 
PROJECT COST: $1,200,000 
 
ON-GOING FISCAL Estimated Operating and Maintenance $50,560 
IMPACT: 1% Assessment 12,000 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDS: Trust Funds/Private Donations 
 
SPONSOR: Christine A. Jackson 
 Vice Chancellor for Business & Finance 
 
RECOMMENDED: Harvey Perlman, Chancellor  

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
 
DATE: March 20, 2008 
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Project Description 
 
 The project will construct a new excavation building named the Hubbard Family 

Foundation Rhino Barn, at the Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park, of 
approximately 17,200 net square feet of space for paleontology exploration and 
public observation of excavation work. .   

 
 Purpose and Objectives: 
 The new building will replace the existing structure to allow research to extend 

to an expanded site excavation.  The larger facility will allow for decades of 
additional excavation work and protection of this fragile, unique fossil resource.  
The building itself will be designed with the flexibility to provide the public the 
opportunity to view new fossil displays and interact with researchers as 
excavation work progresses. 

  
Cost 
 
 Total Project $1,200,000 
 
Project Schedule 
 
 Design Development complete February 2008 
 Construction Documents complete May 2008 
 Receive Bids for Construction May 2008 
 Start Construction June 2008 
 Building Construction September 2008 
 Substantial Completion December 2008 
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